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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT ANTHONY LEWIS COLUMN, OP ED PAGE, 
NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JUNE 13, HEADLINED "FAILURE OF 
PERCEPTION". 

2. HENRY KISSINGER'S UNIQUE PLACE IN WORLD POLITICS WAS 
INDICATED PLAINLY ENOUGH BY THE BRITISH TREATMENT OF HIS 
RESIGNATION THREAT. IT MADE BANNER HEADLINES EVEN IN 
THE TABLOIDS. THE GUARDIAN DOUBTLESS REFLECTED INFORM- 
ED OPINION WHEN IT SAID HIS DEPARTURE WOULD BE "A SAD DAY." 

3. HIS EXTRAORDINARY POSITION HAS ITS HEAVY BURDENS. FOR 
MONTHS MR. KISSINGER HAS CONDUCTED THE FOREIGN POLICY OF A 
GREAT POWER IN THE VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 
HE SPENT EXHAUSTING WEEKS SUCCESSFULLY NEGOTIATING IN ONE 
OF THE MOST IMPOSSIBLE SITUATIONS ON EARTH, THE MIDDLE EAST. 
HE MIGHT WELL FEEL, AFTER ALL THAT, THAT THE PRESS WAS 
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WIRETAPPING. 

4. BUT SYMPATHY STOPS THERE. MR. KISSINGER HAS HAD 
AMPLE GLORY FROM HIS OFFICE, AND LESS CRITICISM THAN MANY 

SECRETARIES OF STATE. HIS THREAT OF RESIGNATION WAS CAL- 
CULATED TO AROUSE ALARM AND SUPPORT FOR HIM. ESPECIALLY 
IN CONGRESS, AND IT DID. BUT THERE ARE QUESTIONS THAT 
WILL NOT GO AWAY: QUESTIONS ABOUT INTEGRITY, CIVILITY AND 
RESPECT FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. 

5. THE IMMEDIATE ISSUE IS WHETHER MR. KISSINGER WAS TRUTH- 
FUL IN DENYING TO THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
THAT HE HAD ''INITIATED'' OR "RECOMMENDED" THE WIRETAPPING 
OF SEVENTEEN WHITE HOUSE COLLEAGUES AND REPORTERS START 
ING IN 1969. BUT IT IS NOT IUST A VERBAL QUIBBLE. 

6. AT HIS CONFIRMATION HEARINGS THE SECRETARY SOUGHT TO 
GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HE HAD HAD ONLY A REMOTE RELA- 
TIONSHIP TO THAT TAPPING. THE COMMITTEE SHOWED NO DESIRE 
TO PURSUE THE MATTER. BUT EVIDENCE HAS EMERGED SINCE THEN 
TO SUGGEST THAT HE WAS MUCH MORE CENTRALLY INVOLVED IN THE 
TAPPING EPISODE. 

7. IN HIS ANGRY PRESS CONFERENCE AT SALZBURG HE SAID IT 
WAS A "FACT" THAT "THE WIRETAPS IN QUESTION WERE LEGAL." 

MANY LEGAL SCHOLARS WOULD DISAGREE. THE SUPREME COURT 
UNANIMOUSLY REJECTED THE ARGUMENT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS 
INHERENT POWER TO USE TAPS AGAINST DOMESTIC ORGANIZATIONS 
THOUGHT TO BE THREATENING THE COUNTRY'S SECURITY. WOULD 
THE COURT HAVE FOUND SUCH A POWER TO TAP, SAY, JOURNALISTS, 
WITHOUT EXPRESS CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION AND WITHOUT 
COURT ORDERS? 

8. IT IS REALLY MORE A QUESTION OF DECENCY, OF CIVILITY, 

THAN OF LAW. MR. KISSINGER SAYS NOW THAT HE FINDS WIRE- 
TAPPING "DISTASTEFUL," BUT SOME WHO OBSERVED HIM FIRST 
HAND IN THE WHITE HOUSE NOTICED NO GREAT QUALMS ABOUT SUCH 
SURREPTITIOUS OPERATIONS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 125742 

9. TRY TO IMAGINE THE GREAT REPUBLICAN SECRETARIES OF 
STATE OF THE PAST-CHARLES EVANS HUGHES, OR HENRY STIMSON- 
-STANDING STILL FOR THE WIRETAPPING OF THEIR ASSOCIATES. 

NO ONE WOULD HAVE DARED MAKE SUCH A SUGGESTION TO THOSE 
MEN. DOUBT REMAINS THAT MR. KISSINGER REALLY PERCEIVES 
HOW NASTY IT IS TO INITIATE OR CONDONE SPYING ON ONE'S 
OWN COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS. 
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10. WHEN MR. KISSINGER COMPLAINS OF BEING PERSECUTED, OF 
SUFFERING ATTACKS ON HIS HONOR. IT IS SOMEWHAT REMINISCENT 
OF PRESIDENT NIXON SEEKING SYMPATHY FOR HIS "DIFFICULT" 
DECISION TO BOMB HANOI AT CHRISTMAS, 1972. SYMPATHY 
SHOULD BE SAVED FOR THE VICTIMS. IN THIS CASE THEY WERE 
HONORABLE PUBLIC SERVANTS AND JOURNALISTS, AND THEIR 

WIVES AND CHILDREN. 

1 1 . UNLIKE THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY OF STATE EVIDENT- 
LY DOES HAVE SOMETHING NAGGING AT HIS CONSCIENCE. HE HAS 
COME BACK TO THE WIRETAPPING QUESTION AGAIN AND AGAIN, 

NOT ONLY IN THE REMARKABLE SALZBURG PERFORMANCE BUT IN 
PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS. HOW MUCH PAIN MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
AVOIDED IF HE HAD BEEN CANDID WITH THE SENATE IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, IF HE HAD ACCEPTED A SHARE OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
HIS ABUSE OF POWER. 

12. THE DIFFICULTY IS THAT HENRY KISSINGER MAY NOT SEE 
ANY ABUSE. FOR THE WIRETAP EPISODE IS CLOSELY RELATED TO 

HIS WHOLE VIEW OF GOVERNMENT POWER, WHO SHOULD EXERCISE IT 
AND HOW. 

13. WHAT LED TO THIS WIRETAPPING WAS A STORY DISCLOSING 
THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS SECRETLY BOMBING CAMBODIA. 

MR. KISSINGER WAS FURIOUS AT THE DISCLOSURE. AND THE 
PREMISE OF HIS FURY WAS THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD HAVE POWER TO BOMB ANOTHER COUNTRY WITHOUT 
INFORMING, MUCH LESS CONSULTING, CONGRESS OR THE PUBLIC. 

14. THAT VIEW OF POWER FITS SOME SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT; 

IT WORKED WELL FOR BISMARCK UP TO A POINT. BUT AS WE 
LEARNED SO PAINFULLY IN VIETNAM, THE SECRET MANIPULATION 
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OF POWER DOES NOT SUIT OUR CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY. 

15. HENRY KISSINGER HAS ALWAYS WANTED TO OPERATE ALONE-- 
TO BE THE LONE HORSEMAN, AS HE ONCE PUT IT. SOME OF HIS 
RESENTMENT THAT BOILED UP IN SALZBURG MAY RELATE NOT ONLY 
TO THE WIRETAPPING ISSUE BUT TO DOUBTS THROWN RECENTLY ON 
THE HONOR AND EFFECTIVENESS OF HIS ONE-MAN PERFORMANCE IN 
THE VIETNAM NEGOTIATIONS. 

16. TO ASK HIM TO ACCEPT THE RESTRAINTS AND INCONVEN- 
IENCES OF OUR CONSTITIONALISM IS TO ASK A GREAT DEAL. 

BUT THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE. THAT IS WHAT WATERGATE IS 
ALL ABOUT; THE END DOES NOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS. HENRY 
KISSINGER WILL STILL THIS DISTURBANCE ONLY WHEN HE ACCEPTS 
THAT HE, LIKE OTHERS, MUST LIVE BY THE RULES. (END TEXT) 
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